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Talk outline
• Crowdsourcing

• Origins of Zooniverse

• Humanities and transcription
projects to date

• Panoptes: DIY Zooniverse



Citizen Science
aka Academic Crowdsourcing

‘In citizen science projects, members
of the public (citizens) collaborate
with professional scientists to
conduct scientific research.’

G. Newman et al, ‘The future of citizen science:

Emerging technologies and shifting paradigms’,

Front Ecol Environment, 10, 6 (2012), 298-304





>1.3 million users





Many volunteers want to
further real research:
contributing to knowledge is
an end in itself. Zooniverse
designs for this reality.



Milky Way Project
http://www.milkywayproject.org/







Humanities and Transcription Projects
• Existing projects:

 ‘Ancient Lives’: www.ancientlives.org/

 ‘Old Weather’: www.oldweather.org/

 ‘Notes from Nature’: www.notesfromnature.org/

 ‘Operation War Diary’: www.operationwardiary.org/

 ‘Science Gossip’: www.sciencegossip.org/

• Upcoming Projects:

 ‘AnnoTate’ with Tate Britain

 ‘Shakespeare’s World’ with Folger
Shakespeare Library



Ancient
Lives

• launched July 2011
• >1.5 million transcriptions

of ancient Greek papyri
• 250,000 unique volunteer

contributors





A successful user
interface (UI) allows non-
specialists to participate.
A great UI allows them to
learn and acquire new
skills.



http://www.sciencegossip.org/




